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ASHMANSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council 

 

Date:  13th January 2021 Time: 6.00 pm 

Place: Meeting held virtually via Zoom 

Present: Cllr Alan Cox (Chairman)  

Cllr Angela Harris 

Cllr Andrew Bays 

         Cllr Kieron Black 

         Cllr Graham Falconer 

 

 

In Attendance: 

 

 Sadie Owen (Clerk) 

  

        1 parishioner 

          

Apologies:  Cllr Sally Burch          

  

1. Apologies  

 Apologies received from Cllr Sally Burch. 

  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting.  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2020 were unanimously agreed 
as a true and accurate record. Cllr Cox agreed to sign them and hand back to the 
Clerk.   
 

Cllr 
Cox 

3. Planning applications  

a) New Applications 
T/0005/21/TCA The Old Vicarage, Ashmansworth. No objections.  
 
Cllr Falconer clarified that if a tree was dead or dying, then the owner had the right 
to fell that tree, but should inform BDBC accordingly. Cllr Cox to circulate this 
information to residents of the parish.  
 
It was noted that application 20/00061/FUL Manor Farm Barns, had finally been 
approved.  

Clerk 

Cllr 
Cox 

   

4. Council business  

a) Clerk’s report  
The Clerk reported that the new website with HugoFox was live, as were dedicated 
individual councillor email addresses. Cllr Cox thanked the Clerk for her work, but 
noted that the Planning Tracker function was not working correctly which needed 
to be referred back to HugoFox. 
 
It was noted that a forthcoming power cut may impact the broadband connection 
provided by Gigabeam. Cllr Bays reported he had been in contact with SSE and 
Gigabeam and it was hoped any downtime could be minimised. 
 
Cllr Bays also reported he was in conversation with Gigabeam about the possibility 
of upgrading the entire link to a gigabit circuit which could provide speeds of 
100Mb/s and upwards. This was a complicated proposition and could involve a 

 

Clerk 
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number of potential solutions. Cllr Bays would keep the discussion moving and 
would report further if and when progress had been made. 
 
It was noted that as there was now a gigabit circuit provided to Crux Easton by BT, 
which was for many a better solution than the service Gigabeam could provide. 
 
Cllr Cox reported that Cllr Black had been offered the donation of a silver teapot 
which had been awarded to a past villager, Wilf Cooper, in 1927 for snowploughing 
the village with his horse. Cllr Black was investigating the possibility of displaying 
the teapot in the village hall.  
 

b) Lengthsman tasks 
Cllr Cox had reported that the church wardens had asked if the lengthsman could 
cut back the laurel hedge surrounding the church boundary. All agreed. Cllr Cox to 
report back with the preferred hedge height.  

Cllr 
Cox 

   

c) Borough councillor’s report 
Cllr Falconer reported that there were rumours suggesting that the borough 
elections re-scheduled to May could be further postponed to June or July. 
It was further reported that BDBC had received a planning application for 26 
dwellings just behind the Red House pub in Highclere.   

 

   

5. Local Roads  

 Potholes/Road Repairs 
There was no update on the issues relating to repairs to the Drove or repainting of 
the road markings on Cross Lane.   
 
Speeding Vehicles 
There was no update in relation to installation of the gates. 
 
Verges 
It was agreed that if possible to influence HCC, then the best time to cut the road 
verges would be in the autumn.    
 

 

6. Footpaths 
 
There were no updates. Cllr Cox reported that there was a rights of way initiative 
whereby any rights of way that had previously legally existed but been lost could 
be reported and restored as long as notified prior to 2026. He has invited residents 
to inform him of any such claims. 

 

   

7. Rural policing update  
 
Cllr Bays reported that more than 12 off road vehicles had recently accessed part 
of the Wayfarers Way and created a significant amount of damage. Cllr Bays 
expressed frustration that there was a lot of local information sharing and 
intelligence relating to rural crime that did not appear to be utilised by the police. 
Cllr Bays noted that he had a forthcoming meeting with the Chief Inspector for Rural 
Policing, Karen McManus and intended to discuss the matter then. 
 

 

 

Cllr 
Bays 

8. Climate emergency update  

 Cllr Cox reported that he had been involved in a number of meetings with other 
parishes discussing the impact of the climate emergency. It was felt that the main 
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impact facing individuals would be pressure to change to “green” electricity, to 
switch to electric cars and to seek alternative heating methods to oil and gas. Cllr 
Cox suggested that it may be worth investigating ideas, similar to that undertaken 
in Swaffham Prior in relation to a communal ground source electric pump.  

Cllr Bays praised the idea, but suggested that the parish council may be limited by 
its resources and that it may be a project for a parish steering group to investigate 
and tackle. Cllr Cox agreed to seek interested parties   via the AshyPC email 
distribution list.   

Cllr 
Cox 

9. Coronavirus response and local needs  

 It was reported that Neighbourcare was active again. Cllr Cox reported that Woolton 
Hill surgery had requested that patients collect prescriptions via Neighbourcare 
where possible to reduce numbers at the surgery.  

 

It was noted that vaccinations had commenced at Newbury racecourse.    

 

 

 

 

10. Financial Matters  

a) Payments Approval – the Clerk presented the financial statement (Appendix A). 
The payments were unanimously approved.  

Clerk 

b) 2021/22 budget – the budget was discussed and approved (Appendix B). 

Clerk to contact CPRE re ongoing membership.  

Cllr Cox to ascertain if there were any local groups interested in making a grant 
request prior to the end of the forthcoming financial year.   

Clerk 

Cllr 
Cox 

c) 2021/22 precept- a precept request of £4,123.00 was agreed and approved.   

11. Date of next meeting  

 The meeting closed at 7.20 pm. Next meeting Wednesday 10th March at 6.00 pm.  
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Appendix A 
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