
 

 Page 1 of 7   

 

 

ASHMANSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and Annual Parish Assembly of the Council 

 

Date:  22nd May 2019 Time: 7.30 pm 

Place: Ashmansworth Village Hall 

Present: Cllr Alan Cox (Chairman)  

Cllr Sally Burch 

Cllr Kieron Black (Vice-Chairman) 

Cllr Angela Harris 

  Cllr Andrew Bays 

In Attendance: Sadie Owen (Clerk) Cllr Graham Falconer (Borough) 

 Cllr Tom Thacker (County) 6 parishioners 

Apologies: PCSO John Dillingham  

  

1. Welcome and Apologies  

 Cllr Cox welcomed everyone to the Annual General and Parish Meeting.    

2. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman  

 Cllr Cox formally stood down as Chairman. Cllr Black presided as Chair and 
thanked Cllr Cox for the past year of service. Cllr Black queried whether there 
were any candidates wishing to step forward as Chairman. There were not. Cllr 
Black proposed and Cllr Bays seconded that Cllr Cox be re-elected. Cllr Cox 
resumed chairing the meeting.  

There were no other candidates wishing to stand as Vice-Chair and so Cllr Cox 
proposed and Cllr Burch seconded that Cllr Black be re-elected. Unanimously 
agreed.  

 

3. Presentation of Achievements and Financial Report for 2018/19  

 See Appendix A for the Chairman’s report.      

4. Members reports  

 See Appendix A for Cllr Graham Falconer’s report.   

 Cllr Thacker’s report – Cllr Thacker commented that HCC covered an area of 
approximately 13,000 residences and 10 parishes.  

 

Finance – Cllr Thacker reported that council finance had been impacted by cuts 
from central government of over £21 million, which had led to an increase in 
council tax.  

 

Responsibilities – the main responsibilities of the council included adult social 
care, schools, children services and highways. With an ageing population, adult 
social care was costing approximately £1.4 million per day.  

Cllr Thacker reported that the council were trialling schemes to mitigate the  costs 
including ‘Keeping them at home policy’, to try to relieve the burden on the NHS 
by encouraging independent and semi-independent living arrangements.  
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Highways – Cllr Thacker reported that roads had been adversely damaged by 
the poor weather of 2018/19 resulting in an increased burden to the highways 
team. HCC has received £2 million extra funding from central government, which 
has been invested in the purchase of two pothole repair machines.  

 

Cllr Thacker reported that Crux Easton Lane would be closed for 4 days from 4 
June to allow Open Reach to lay ducting.  

 

Funding options - Cllr Thacker reported that a new fund had been created to 
encourage traffic management initiatives. The fund is not available to create 
traffic regulation orders but can be used towards initiatives such as painting lines 
on the road, village gateways, SID purchase and installation of fingerposts etc.  
Cllr Thacker encouraged the parish council to investigate available grant 
schemes to assist with funding local projects.  

 

Waste & recycling centre – Cllr Thacker reported that there had been no update 
to the position and that HCC were hopeful of cross-border reciprocity amongst 
recycling centres.  

 

5. Police report  

 

 

See Appendix A for the police report.   
 

 

6 Public discussion and questions 
There were 6 parishioners in attendance. Cllr Cox agreed to investigate removal 
of grass cuttings from the village green, regulations relating to septic tanks and 
how to combat speeding through the village.   

 

Cllr Cox 

 _______________________________________________________________  

   

1. Planning applications  

a) 19/01021/LBC Ashmansworth House: Strip section of roof, remove battens and 
bitumastic felt. Install breathable felt, new battens and tiles to match existing. 
Replace 4 no. sash windows and 3 no. dormer windows. Repair other windows. 
Replace uPVC guttering with cast aluminium. Remove 3 dormers, 3 layer felt 
roofs and replace with lead. Install architrave and lintel moulding to external door. 
No objections.  

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

2. 

a) 

Financial payments and insurance renewal 

Insurance Renewal- the Council approved a policy renewal of £330 with Came 
& Company. The council agreed to sign up to a further three-year long-term 
agreement. Clerk to process.    

 

Clerk 

b) Payments Approval – the Clerk presented the financial statements (Appendix B). 
The payments were unanimously agreed. Clerk to process.  

Clerk 

3. Date of next meeting  

 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. Next meeting, Tuesday 6th August at 7.30pm.  
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Appendix A: Achievements and Financial Report for 2018/19 
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Appendix B 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


