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ASHMANSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting And Annual Parish Assembly of the Council 

 

Date:  19h May 2021 Time: 7.30 pm 

Place: Ashmansworth Village Hall  

Present: Cllr Alan Cox (Chairman)  

Cllr Andrew Bays 

Cllr Sally Burch 

Cllr Samuel Carr (BDBC) 

         Cllr Kieron Black 

         Cllr Angela Harris 

         Cllr Graham Falconer (BDBC) 

         Cllr Tom Thacker (HCC) 

In Attendance: 

 

 Sadie Owen (Clerk) 

  

         

          

Apologies:  Cllr John Izett 

  

         

  

1. Welcome & Apologies  

 Cllr Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr 
John Izett. 

  

 

2. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman  

 Cllr Cox formally stood down as Chairman. Cllr Black presided as Chair and 
thanked Cllr Cox for the past year of service, particularly given the difficulties 
presented by the COVID pandemic. Cllr Black proposed and Cllr Bays seconded 
that Cllr Cox be re-elected. Cllr Cox resumed chairing the meeting. 

Cllr Cox proposed and Cllr Bay seconded that Cllr Black be re-elected. 
Unanimously agreed. 

The Clerk requested that any material changes to register of interests be notified 
as a matter of priority.  

Cllr Cox welcomed Cllr Burch back after a period of ill health and thanked Cllr 
Bays for all of his assistance in relation to Zoom in the previous year.  

 

 

3. 

 

 

Presentation of Achievements and Financial Report for 2020/21 
 
See Appendix A for the Chairman’s report.  It was agreed that the Clerk would 
circulate the presentation to Ashy PC following the meeting and request any 
questions.   
 

 

 

4. Reports from Borough and County Councillors  

 Borough Councillors – further to the presentation, Cllr Falconer reported that 
following local elections the borough council had transformed from a council with 
no overall control to a Conservative majority of 12 seats. Ashmansworth was now 
a member of Evingar ward, which was composed of 7 parishes. Cllr Falconer 
commented that he would continue to be the main point of contact for 
Ashmansworth, East Woodhay and Highclere with Cllr Izett responsible for 
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Burghclere, Newtown and Ecchinswell and Cllr Carr responsible for St Mary Bourne 
and Hurstbourne Priors. 
 
It was reported that there had been reduced usage in council offices during the 
pandemic and that current refurbishments meant that there would be no access 
until December.  
 
It was acknowledged that there had been issues and delays with planning 
applications throughout the past year.  
 
Cllr Falconer reported that finances of the borough were better than expected with 
a shortfall of £1 million, which could be met by reserves. 
 
It was reported that there had been a number of successful fly tipping precautions 
which had potentially led to a reduced number of instances.  

  
It was noted that there were ongoing financial issues with the Anvil theatre and 
borough funding. Cllr Falconer reported that the theatre was suffering from a large 
shortfall in annual income, and was also impacted by capital issues. There were 
ongoing negotiations with the council but to date no resolution.  
 
Cllr Carr introduced himself as a new member representative for Evingar ward. He 
reported that he lived in St Mary Bourne and so would act as a principal contact for 
its parish issues. Cllr Carr anticipated that the three members for the ward would 
work well together and encouraged residents to contact all three members with any 
local issues.  
 
County Councillor – further to the presentation Cllr Thacker reported that HCC had 
set up a helpline for frail or vulnerable residents requiring urgent assistance and 
agreed to forward details to the Clerk.  
 
It was reported that HCC’s forthcoming focus would be investment in roads and 
infrastructure, economic recovery, climate change mitigation and support for social 
care. Increasing the council tax would assist with financing these priorities.  
 
It was reported that HCC had reduced carbon emissions by 43% since 2017 and 
was aiming for carbon neutrality by 2050.      
 
It was noted that there had been issues with verge cutting throughout the county. 
Cllr Cox agreed to forward correspondence relating to the recent parish issue 
whereby daffodils were prematurely cut down by HCC verge cutters.  
 
It was noted that the Drove had been re-classified from a highway track to an 
unclassified road and it was hoped that it would be repaired imminently.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 
Cox 

5. Police report 
Cllr Cox reported that the local PCSO was Bethany Ireland. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would invite her to the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Cox reported that there had been a recent incident whereby 3 catalytic 
convertors had been stolen from local vehicles. Cllr Cox had written to Karen 
McManus, Chief Inspector of Basingstoke district, the in relation to the incident.  
 

 

Clerk 

 

6. Climate Change report and update 

Cllr Cox reported that he was involved in a climate change forum with a number of 
other local parishes. It was noted that Overton, in particular, was doing a lot of good 
work in relation to tackling climate change and had recently declared itself a plastic 
free parish.  
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Cllr Cox suggested that the main areas of focus for local residents should be in 
relation to electric cars and the investigation of alternative forms of heating, for 
example heat pumps, insulation and heat batteries. 

 

Cllr Cox reported that Ashmansworth parish council had agreed to purchase of two 
infra-red cameras (I-phone and android compatible) for loan to parishioners to test 
and view the radiation emitted from their houses.  

 

7. Public discussion and question 

There were no members of the public present.   

 

 

8. Planning applications 

21/01121/LDEU – land at Ashmansworth House, certificate of lawfulness 
bestowing residential status to the land. No objections.  

 

 

Clerk 

9. Financial payments and insurance renewal  

a) Payments Approval –the Clerk presented the financial statements (Appendix B). 
The payments were unanimously agreed. Clerk to process.  

Councillors also agreed renewal of GLEAM membership for £15.  

Clerk 

 

b) 

 

Insurance renewal - the Council approved policy renewal of £330 with Came & 
Company/Ecclesiastical.  

 

 

10. Date of next meeting  

 The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. Next meeting APM on 16th June at 7.30 pm.  
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