
 
 

Ashmansworth Parish Council 
Minutes of Meeting held on 09 January 2025 

Ashmansworth Village Hall, 7:30pm 
 

Chairman:  Cllr Alan Cox 
 
Present:  Cllr Andrew Bays, Cllr Kieron Black 
 
Clerk:   Amy White 
 
 
1. Apologies 

Cllr Angela Harris and Cllr Bailey were both ill. 
 
2. Declarations of interest 

None. 
 
3. To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 November 2024 

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 19 November 2024 were agreed as a true 
record and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. Actions/Updates from Meeting of 19 November 2024 
Action: Clerk to confirm with Cllr Harris the funding from the Crux Easton residents and 
once confirmed, purchase the defibrillator. Actioned, Cllr Harris will organise installation. 
Action: Cllr Cox to liaise with residents about a trial position for the bench and how it will 
be fixed. Actioned. 
Action: Cllr Bailey will go and check the Wayfarers signage (BOAT 18) regarding use of the 
path by motorcycles and whether there is any damage that needs to be reported. 
Actioned. The track is in good condition, the signage is clear, and there are sturdy posts at 
either end. 
Action: Clerk and Cllr Cox to discuss whether /how to advertise the grant funding 
available for 24/25 Actioned. Grants can only be awarded to an organisation with a 
constitution and bank account: Cllr Black will liaise with the village hall committee to see 
if they may require any grant funding. See further information on item 6. 

 
5. Update from County and Borough Councillors (if present) 

No one was present.  

6. Financial Matters:  

• Budget second draft 
The Clerk presented the second draft of the budget. This can be found at the end of the 
Minutes. 
The precept was agreed at £5200. 
Action: Clerk to send precept request to BDBC. 
 



Village Hall: Cllr Black is getting a quote for a replacement lintel above a window in the 
village hall. The brickwork is collapsing. The council agreed that grant funding could be 
used for this one-off project.  
There is some progress on the work for disabled access loos in the hall. The Clerk will 
send Cllr Black the possible grant funding opportunity from BDBC. 
Action: Cllr Black and Clerk will work to obtain a quote for the lintel repair and for Cllr 
Black to write a grant fund form. 
Action: Clerk to send Cllr Black BDBC grant funding opportunity for community halls 
information. 
 
Church: The LCC has discussed obtaining an acoustic system for St James’ church; 
AshyPC could assist with this via grant funding.  Likewise there are some ash dieback 
trees which may need removing. Further quotes will need to be obtained before the PC 
can consider whether it can assist with funding. 
Action: The Clerk will liaise with Alan Rowe, church warden regarding the opportunity 
for grant funding for the acoustic system and/or trees. 
 

• To acknowledge payments and note receipts 

The Clerk presented the payments made and payments for approval: 
 

Income and Payments since 19 November 2024    
Invoice Date Paid date Explanation  Receipt  Payment 

27-Oct-24 20-Nov-24 HMRC Month 7    £      37.20  
27-Oct-24 20-Nov-24 November Salary    £    153.52  

20-Oct-24 6-Nov-24 
Ionos Direct Debit invoice 
203044625305    £        4.50  

20-Oct-24 6-Nov-24 
Ionos Direct Debit invoice 
203044625305    £        0.90  

30-Oct-24 19-Nov-24 
Red76 Direct Debit Invoice 
10883    £        8.00  

30-Oct-24 19-Nov-24 
Red76 Direct Debit Invoice 
10883    £        1.60  

6-Nov-24 12-Nov-24 
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
9746    £        9.99  

6-Nov-24 12-Nov-24 
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
9746    £        2.00  

27-Nov-24 27-Nov-24 
November Salary (incl back 
pay)    £    201.24  

27-Nov-24 20-Nov-24 HMRC Month 8    £      49.00  

30-Nov-24 20-Dec-24 
Red76 Direct Debit Invoice 
11197    £        8.00  

30-Nov-24 20-Dec-24 
Red76 Direct Debit Invoice 
11197    £        1.60  

6-Dec-24 12-Dec-24 
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
10513    £        9.99  

6-Dec-24 12-Dec-24 
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
10513    £        2.00  

3-Dec-24 3-Dec-24 
Purchase of defb via 
LondonHearts Grant scheme    £    750.00  

4-Dec-24 4-Dec-24 
HCC County Councillor Grant 
for defibrillator  £              750.00    

22-Nov-24 10-Dec-24 
Ionos Direct Debit invoice 
203044706685    £      18.50  



22-Nov-24 10-Dec-24 
Ionos Direct Debit invoice 
203044706685    £        3.70  

31-Dec-24 31-Dec-24 
Unity Bank Charge 01/12/24 - 
31/12/24    £        6.00  

  Total: 
 £              
750.00   £ 1,267.74  

      
Payments to be made 09 
January 2025     

27-Dec-24   December Salary     £    159.56  
27-Dec-24   HMRC Month 9    £      38.60  

6-Jan-25   
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
11283    £        9.99  

6-Jan-25   
HugoFox Direct Debit Invoice 
11283    £        2.00  

27-Jan-25   January salary    £    159.36  

10-Jan-25   
HMRC Month 10 (incls catch up 
payments)    £      92.95  

   Total:  £    462.46  
 

 
7. To note receipt of Planning Applications received since last meeting:  

24/02777/LDEO Land At Manor Farm Barns Ashmansworth (No comment) 

8. Footpaths update 
FP2 stile replacement will be added to the Lengthsman task for their next visit. 
HCC Rangers have visited landowners in Ashmansworth to offer free stile-to-gate 
replacement and at least three stiles will be replaced. 

9. Highways 
The recent closure of the A343 for 3 days (due to the removal of 63 trees) in December 
caused chaos in the small lanes of Ashmansworth, despite repeated requests to update 
the emergency road closure network about the unsuitability of the diversion.  Nick Adlam 
of HCC Emergency planning and resilience team has offered to discuss the future of 
emergency planning early in 2025 with parishes.  
Action: Clerk to liaise with Highclere and East Woodhay PCs to organise a briefing with 
Nick Adlam regarding community resilience. 
 

10. Date of next normal council meeting 

Monday 10 March 2025  

 

(Upgrade of the Gigabeam broadband in Ashmansworth will be 11 January 2025). 

 

Actions from 09 January 2025 Meeting 
 

Action: Clerk to send precept request to BDBC. 
Action: Cllr Black and Clerk will work to obtain a quote for the lintel repair and for Cllr 
Black to write a grant fund form. 



Action: Clerk to send Cllr Black BDBC grant funding opportunity for community halls 
information. 
Action: The Clerk will liaise with Alan Rowe, church warden regarding the opportunity 
for grant funding for the acoustic system and/or trees. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Highclere and East Woodhay PCs to organise a briefing with 
Nick Adlam regarding community resilience. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Actual 2023/24 
Budget 24/25 Budget 25/26

MAIN INCOME
Precept 4590 5049 5200
Other (bank interest) 4

GRANTS
Grass Cutting Grant 293.79 300 300
Other grants 1101.99

Total Income 5,985.78 5,353.00 5,500.00

PRECEPT SPEND
Clerk’s Salary inc PAYE 1878.96 2,373.00 2400
Clerk's Expenses 0 0
Bank charges 39.33 72.00 65
Training 0 50.00 50
Insurance 277 320.00 310
Audit 150 160.00 160
Grass Cutting 1333.8 1,400.00 1100
Cllr Expenses/Travel 131.65 50.00 50
Subscriptions HALC, NALC, CPRE,
GLEAM

164.58 170.00

200
Admin Incl Ionos, Website 221 230.00 270
Payroll 102 108.00 108
Grants and s.137 0 500.00 500
Hire of meeting room 120 110.00 110
Poppy wreath 0 40.00 40
Miscellaneous buffer 0
Lengthsman/Misc 135 500.00 500
TOTAL PRECEPT SPEND 4553.32 6,083.00 5,863.00

GRANT SPEND
Grass Cutting grant 300
Defibrillator 1435
Kings Coronation 450
EARMARKED RESERVES
War Memorial 2000 0
Total Expenditure 6,438.32 8,083.00 6,163.00

Predicted EoY Bank Balance: £3,974 Incl VAT return of £276

2025/26 Income 5500 precept, grass cutting
Less 2025/26 Spend 6163
Potential overspend 2025/26 663

Working Reserve 2025/26 2000
Non-earmarked Reserve £1,974 (EoY Balance less working reserve)

Income

Expenditure



Updated 05/01/25

RECEIPTS Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total BUDGET % of Budget

Precept 2,524.50 2,524.50 5,049.00£  5049.00 100%
Grass Cutting Grant 293.79 293.79£     300.00 98%
Other Grants 750.00 750.00 1,500.00£  500.00 300%
VAT Recovered 276.32£      276.32£     #DIV/0!
Bank Interest 10 10.00£       4.00 250%

2,818.29£   -£            -£            750.00£      -£            2,524.50£   -£            -£            750.00£      -£            -£            286.32£      7,129.11£  5853.00 122%

PAYMENTS Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total BUDGET % of Budget

Clerk's salary 307.24£      153.52£      153.52£      307.24£      354.76£      318.92£      159.56£      159.56£      1,914.32£  2373.00 81%
PAYE 74.20£        37.20£        37.20£        74.20£        86.20£        131.55£      39.00£        39.00£        518.55£     #DIV/0!
Clerk's expenses -£           0.00 #DIV/0!
Training Courses -£           50.00 0%
Insurance 304.00£      304.00£     320.00 95%
Audit 160.00£      160.00£     160.00 100%
Grass cutting 783.60£      653.00£      1,436.60£  1400.00 103%
Cllr Expenses/Travel -£           50.00 0%
Member Subscriptions 181.00£      15.00£        196.00£     170.00 115%
Admin/Office/Stationery 22.49£        22.49£        22.49£        22.49£        22.49£        22.49£        30.49£        14.49£        28.49£        9.99£          22.49£        12.50£        253.39£     230.00 110%
Payroll 16.00£        8.00£          8.00£          16.00£        8.00£          8.00£          8.00£          8.00£          8.00£          88.00£       108.00 81%
Bank Charge 18.00£        18.00£        5.40£          6.00£          6.00£          6.00£          6.00£          6.00£          71.40£       72.00 99%
Grants & Sec 137 -£           500.00 0%
Hall Hire 110.00£      110.00£     110.00 100%
Poppy Wreaths 40.00£        40.00£       40.00 100%
Buffer -£           #DIV/0!
Other (Repairs, Lengthsman, Maintenance) 43.60£        13.00£        750.00£      806.60£     500.00 161%
War Memorial 965.00£      965.00£     2000.00 48%
VAT 4.50£          7.70£          6.10£          14.82£        4.50£          203.30£      6.10£          4.50£          7.30£          3.60£          6.00£          6.00£          274.42£     #DIV/0!

26.99£        608.63£      387.31£      1,400.23£   26.99£        2,312.23£   41.99£        473.95£      799.79£      478.06£      241.05£      341.06£      7,138.28£  £8,083.00 88%

PROJECTIONS



Receipts and Payments - 2024-25

RECEIPTS Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total BUDGET % of Budget

Precept 2524.5 2,524.50£     5,049.00£         5049.00 100%
Grass Cutting Grant 293.79 293.79£            300.00 98%
Other Grants 750.00£       750.00£      1,500.00£         500.00 300%
VAT Recovered -£                  #DIV/0!
Bank Interest -£                  4.00 0%

2,818.29£      -£            -£             750.00£       -£               2,524.50£     -£               -£            750.00£      -£            -£            -£            6,842.79£         5853.00 117%

PAYMENTS Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total BUDGET % of Budget

Clerk's salary 307.24£      153.52£       153.52£       307.24£        354.76£      318.92£      1,595.20£         2373.00 67%
PAYE 74.20£        37.20£         37.20£         74.20£          86.20£        131.55£      440.55£            
Clerk's expenses -£                  0.00 #DIV/0!
Training Courses -£                  50.00 0%
Insurance 304.00£       304.00£            320.00 95%
Audit 160.00£       160.00£            160.00 100%
Grass cutting 783.60£       653.00£        1,436.60£         1400.00 103%
Cllr Expenses/Travel -£                  50.00 0%
Member Subscriptions 181.00£      15.00£         196.00£            170.00 115%
Admin/Office/Stationery 22.49£           22.49£        22.49£         22.49£         22.49£           22.49£          30.49£           14.49£        28.49£        9.99£          218.40£            230.00 95%
Payroll 16.00£        8.00£           8.00£           16.00£          8.00£          8.00£          8.00£          72.00£              108.00 67%
Bank Charge 18.00£         18.00£          5.40£             6.00£          6.00£          6.00£          59.40£              72.00

Grants & Sec 137 -£                  500.00 0%
Hall Hire -£                  110.00 0%
Poppy Wreaths 40.00£          40.00£              40.00 100%
Buffer -£                  #DIV/0!
Other (Repairs, Lengthsman, Maintenance) 43.60£         13.00£          750.00£      806.60£            500.00 161%
War Memorial 965.00£        965.00£            2000.00

VAT 4.50£             7.70£          6.10£           14.82£         4.50£             203.30£        6.10£             4.50£          7.30£          3.60£          262.42£            #DIV/0!
26.99£           608.63£      387.31£       1,400.23£    26.99£           2,312.23£     41.99£           473.95£      799.79£      478.06£      -£            -£            6,556.17£         £8,083.00 81%

ASHMANSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL


