
 

 
         
 

Annual Parish Meeting of Ashmansworth Parish Council 
08 May 2024, 7.45 pm 

Ashmansworth Village Hall  

Minutes 

1. Attendees 
Cllr Cox, Cllr Hill, Cllr Harris, Cllr Bays, Cllr Sam Carr, Cllr Tom Thacker, 4 parishioners. 
Previous borough councillor Cllr Falconer sent his apologies. 

 
2. Welcome from Cllr Alan Cox, Chair of AshyPC 

Cllr Cox thanked the attendees for their presence. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from Annual Parish Meeting 16 May 2023 
Minutes from 16 May 2023 were approved and signed by Cllr Cox. 

 
4. Report from Borough/County Councillors (if present) 

Cllr Carr updated attendees on the recent election. Cllr Carr will be taking over from Cllr 
Falconer to support Ashmansworth. Grants are available for communities. 
Cllr Thacker assured the attendees he is pursuing The Drove. His grant budget will be 
available in 2024-25. Clerk will ask Cllr Thacker if he is able to access highways info on 
verge ownership in Ashmansworth. 

 
5. Update from Chair  

Cllr Cox noted AshyPC’s achievements in 2023-24: 
• 6 Meetings in last financial year 
• Planning applications – 9 domestic + 6 trees 
• Renewed grass cutting contract for Recreation ground 
• Concern at potholes – those reported all now repaired 
• Repeated flooding towards Zell Farmhouse cured by digging trench alongside 

field at top of hill 
• Lengthsmen did various useful small jobs – will the contract continue? 
• Purchased and installed a Defibrillator at Lower Manor Farmhouse 
• Emergency Plan, with East Woodhay and Highclere, updated 
• Met new CSPO, Drew Mechen 
• Hampshire Highways agreed to new sign at Doiley Bottom – Road Unsuitable 

for HGVs. Not yet appeared!  
• We installed a No Through Road sign at entry to The Drove  
• Offered to consider grant to Village Hall towards disabled access – awaiting 

feedback 



 
6. Update on war memorial restoration 

It was agreed in principle to get the war memorial cleaned towards the end of the year. 
AshyPC will apply for a HCC councillor grant to assist with cleaning and possibly re-
lettering, if suitable once the memorial has been cleaned. 

 
7. Update/discussion on village gateways 

A parishioner expressed a thought that the cost and usefulness of village gateways is not 
worth it. No further ahead on this project idea, although Al Brooks of Faccombe Estate, 
is still willing to assist with the making and installation of the gates. 

 
8. Village orchards- where and how? 

Orchards would have to be placed on Parish council owned, or public land- AshyPC does 
not own any land and there was not much enthusiasm. 

 
9. Restoration of village ponds- discussion of possible grant funding 

There is a possibility of upgrading the ponds in and around Ashmansworth with funding. 
Cllr Cox will pursue with parishioner. 

 
10. Gigabeam- info update 

Cllr Bays explained that most of Ashy is using a Gigabeam connection. The owner of 
Gigabeam will work with Cllr Cox, who will subsequently message the AshyPC group to 
initiate a discussion on how Gigabeam may be able to facilitate an improvement of 
speed and efficiency. 

 
11. Any further questions 

There has been a spate of burglaries. All of these have been reported to 101. Our new 
named ‘bobby’ is Simon Denton. The Clerk will make contact. 
 
A question was asked on whether parishioners can have 2 green bins. Cllr Carr will 
investigate. 
 
Actions to bring to next PC meeting:  

• Clerk will ask Cllr Thacker if he is able to access highways info on verge ownership 
in Ashmansworth. 

• Clerk to make contact with Simon Denton, our local ‘bobby’. 
• Cllr Cox to pursue grant funding discussion for clearance of ponds with 

parishioner 
• Cllr Carr to investigate green bins 
• Cllr Cox to send outstanding ticket for a sign at Doiley Bottom – Road Unsuitable 

for HGVs, to Cllr Thacker to investigate. 
 


